Professional/Scholarly Publishing (PSP) 

Division of the Association of American Publishers (AAP)

Mission and Objectives 

I.
Mission 

The Professional/Scholarly Publishing Division is part of the Association of American Publishers (AAP), with Division headquarters and staff at the AAP offices in New York City. The Division’s mission is to represent the common interests of its members who publish for professional, scholarly, research and commercial markets in such areas as business, law, science, technology, medicine, social and behavioral sciences, and the humanities.  
To these ends, the Division:

· Informs and educates its membership about important issues via publications, the PSP Annual Conference, meetings, and a PSP-maintained website;

· Proposes and promotes policy positions and standards important to scholarly and professional publishers and may fund AAP Core projects related to these objectives; 

· Provides continuing professional education opportunities designed to enhance the skills of member company employees in all areas of professional and scholarly publishing; and

· Recognizes the excellence of members’ publications through the PSP Annual Awards Program.

II. Objectives 2009 - 2010

As stated in the PSP Strategic Plan 2008 – 2010, July 2008, PSP will be the center of a robust and vibrant community engaging its member organizations, their individual constituencies and the broader publishing community with an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit.  This vision will be achieved through focusing in the areas of stimulating membership and educating the PSP publishing community as well as the other constituencies with which we interact to better understand, appreciate and support the continuing role of the publishing industry.

Specific goals for PSP include:

· becoming a valued resource for members and for the broader publishing community,

· increasing and diversifying membership, 

· stimulating the active participation of member organizations and their employees,

· advancing the policy interests of member organizations.

Key strategies to achieve these goals include the following steps for 2009:
· Establish a Membership Committee that will review all aspects of membership and determine ways to expand and diversify PSP membership, improve member satisfaction and increase communication with member organizations.
· Establish an Education Committee to expand the role of education and training.
· Develop advocacy and outreach programs to provide member organizations with better understanding of issues relevant to the PSP community and communicate messages to external groups such as government administrators, academics, librarians and grant-giving organizations to better understand the publisher’s role in the scholarly communication process.

· Assess organization structure relative to committees within PSP, the interaction between PSP committees, and alignment and collaboration with other AAP divisions and committees. 

